
















































TO: Honorable Mayor Nowell 
Members of the City Council 

FROM: Todd Prafke 
City Administrator 

RE: "No Mow May" Program Update 

ACTION/RECOMMENDATION 

None needed. For Council review and discussion only. 

BACKGROUND 

Memorandum 

DATE: 8/18/2023 

In February of this year, the Council approved a 2023 No Mow May program with a budget of 
$1,500. You may recall this was the second year for a program of this type. As adopted by the 
Council , the terms of the program were: 

• Residents who wish to participate must register with the City prior to May 1, 2023 
• Registered properties must display the NO MOW MAY sign age provided by the 

City during the program period. 
• Participants in the program must bring their property into compliance by no later 

than June 12, 2023. 

Non-program participants however, remained subject to the City's weed and grass regulations. 

The program was designed as follows: 
• Council action including 

o Registration process, City communication on purposed environmental impacts and 
things to watch out for. 

• Signage (Pick up from Police Department and Recreation Department) 
• Registration start and end date (Start April 1 end May 1) 
• Compliance date in June (June 12) 
• Notification and promotion efforts on various communication platforms (Various staff) 

starting in March. 
• Council follow-up in June/July of 2023. (Council Workshop) 

Participants were required to pay a $25 registration fee, $20 of which was refunded as a credit on 
the property owner's utility bill upon return of the sign and stand in good condition by no later 
than June 30, 2023. 



Approximately 35 properties signed up for the program with few problems encountered although 
a handful of people did not return their sign/stand. 

If the Council wishes to pursue a "No Mow May" effort in 2024, staff suggested that a program 
budget be set in the Environmental Services Fund at about $1,500 for registration (web based 
and in person), signage (yard signs), and to do a slightly enhanced push on your website, 
Facebook and in the Hot Sheet. Having a bit more information coupled with just the general 
knowledge increase from year to year may help in a few ways. 

The registration component is important to the program so that enforcement for non-participating 
properties, especially the chronic "weed notice folks", continues and neighbors, who may have a 
concern about a participating property understands why the grass is not being mowed. A 
registration process also allows us to better delineate our follow-up process on participants and 
some of the chronic weed notice properties and allows us to gather a bit more data on use. To be 
clear, by this I mean property owners who sign up will not get a grass/weed notice until mid-June, 
but for those not signed up, notices may start earlier based on weather and growing conditions. 

We may wish to continue efforts to make participants more aware of any unintentional 
consequences that participation may provide, such as encouraging wildlife habitat (vertebrates 
not insects) and that providing notice that propagation of weeds is not allowed. 

It may be worth noting that your "lawn and weed" ordinance has been modified and while that 
may have an impact on certain levels of enforcement, I do not believe it impacts the program. 

The goal for you workshop is to review this year's program and plan for any changes the Council 
may wish to pursue in the future. Staff will take those changes and be ready for action either at 
the very end of 2023 or the start of 2024. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this agenda item. 

TP/bal 




